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Data

• Context is everything!
• Charts showing change over time
• Comparison to peer city and state averages
• Breakdowns by race/ethnicity
• Breakdowns by neighborhood

• Mostly city-level data
• Broad and cross-sector
• Most recent available data







Population & Demographics













Income & Poverty
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Labor and Economic Development











Conclusions



Conclusions

• Where do we see improvement?
• Overall poverty and child poverty
• Income
• Several indicators of economic development
• More adults with post-secondary degrees

• Where have we seen worsening conditions?
• Housing affordability
• Teacher turnover
• Mental distress



Conclusions

• Significant gaps remain
• Income and poverty vary widely between 

neighborhoods and racial/ethnic groups
• The race gap in child poverty has increased
• Food insecurity is unevenly distributed throughout 

the community
• Maternal outcomes and life expectancy vary 

significantly by race/ethnicity
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1 in 10 American Opportunity Youth are Texan
(500,000+) 

Austin

San Antonio Houston

Jasper
San Augustine

Dallas/Ft. Worth

Brownsville, McAllen

El Paso
Midland/Odessa

Lubbock
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3% 27%

2016 Texas share of county population’s 16-
24-year-olds who are 

Opportunity Youth 

Source: https://measureofamerica.org/disconnected-
youth/#

While greater concentrations of OY 
are in our cities, we experience higher 

rates of disconnection in our rural 
communities
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In Texas, there are links between school experience, 
demographics and youth disconnection

25.5% 27.2%

51.1%

20.7%

Source:  Ray Marshall Center for the Study of Human Resources, ESTOY project 
2023
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Disconnection Has Near and Long-Term Impacts 
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Annualized Median Earnings for Texans at Age 25 Based on 
Disconnection Between Ages of 16-24

Never Disconnected Disconnected 1-3 quarters Disconnected 4+ quarters

Source: Ray Marshall Center, ESTOY Project 2024 
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OYF & TOYN 
Member  

TOYN 
Member  

Texas Emerging Leaders Board 

TOYN Leadership Council 

Peer Learning Network 

Youth Partnership and Leadership Development

Systems Change and Resource Development

Regional Capacity & Expertise building 

Texas Opportunity Youth Network

355,300 Opportunity Youth  





Texas Opportunity Youth Network

Leverage Tri-Agency Data Infrastructure to Track Opportunity Youth
Set Population Priorities and Monitor Progress 

Define Opportunity Youth in Texas Code & Launch Bipartisan Committee

Commission a Study on Current State Funding Sources and Work-Based 
Learning Practices for OY  

Reduce High School and Post High School Disconnection 

Support a previously unrecognized population 

Systems Accountability and Resource Development

Incentivize Dropout Re-engagement, Improved HS Industry Certification Quality, 
Advising and Postsecondary Bridging 

2024-25 
Policy and Systems Priorities 
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